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“The limits of tyrants are pre-
scribed by the endurance of
those whom they oppress.”
—Frederick Douglass
(1817-1895)

The profound verity of this pro-
nouncement by an African
American abolitionist bears rel-
evance not only to the context
of racism and slavery of Doug-
lass’s time and place here in
our nation, but wherever a
group of people are systemati-
cally oppressed and denied
their full rights as humans and
as a political entity by another
group. My understanding of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict from
its very inception to its current
developments leads me to con-
clude that no amount of further
escalation of repressive mea-
sures undertaken by the Israeli
government will crush the Inti-
fada or diminish the will and
the resolute determination of

\‘ [ - Palestinians in their struggle
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Occupied Territories of the West
Bank and Gaza, | was greatly
impressed by the collective con-
sciousness of a sense of pur-
pose evident among the Pale-
stinians of all background
whom | met. This proactive and
highly disciplined resistance to
Israeli military rule is derived
from painful lessons learned
from over 50 years of struggle
—that Palestinians cannot rely
on the actions or the largess of
anyone other than themselves
to bring about change. Here
again, | quote Frederick Doug-
lass: “Power concedes nothing
without a demand. It never has
and it never will. If there is no
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endurance against all odds
lives on stronger than ever.
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